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41°-74° CLUB OF
NEW YORK, INC.

The Premier Association for Professional Women in Travel

41°-74°CLUB YEAR 2026-2027

Welcome to the 2  month of our 2026–2027 Club Year! nd

I hope you continue to enjoy this wonderful summer and we are thrilled to kick off the new season with our September

Open Meeting on Thursday, September 10 , at Fushimi Times Square. We are delighted to welcome Ponant

Explorations Group as our meeting sponsor, represented by Bliss Bonan. I encourage everyone to ‘save the date’ and

join us as we begin, what promises to be, another outstanding Club year.

th

I am also pleased to announce that, not only did we secure sponsors for all our original 7 meetings, but also added an 8

meeting in November and secured sponsorship for that as well. This is a wonderful reflection of the strength and continued

vitality of our Club! In addition to our regular meetings, we are planning several special social events throughout the

year. The full calendar of meetings is available here - I  encourage you to mark your calendars. 

th

As always, the highlight of our calendar will be the Annual Holiday Luncheon, taking place on Friday, December

4 , at the Lotte New York Palace. A ‘Save the Date’ announcement was distributed in July and formal invitations will

be sent via Paperless Post on September 15  to all members and auxiliaries who have renewed their membership and

paid their annual dues. I am pleased to share that our early-bird member pricing remains unchanged: 

th

th

$225 when paying by check or Zelle; or 

$240 when paying by credit card or wire transfer; 

October 16  the member registration fee will increase to $250 and $265, respectively.th

Our Director-at-Large, Astra Williams, will once again serve as our Philanthropic Chair, leading the selection and

evaluation of the charities that will benefit from our fundraising efforts throughout the year. Email was sent July 22

asking for volunteers to serve on her committee to assist with this great cause. 

nd

Finally, if you have not yet renewed your membership for the 2026–27 Club Year, please remember that membership

renewal and dues payment are due by August 5 . We look forward to welcoming back all of our current members,

auxiliaries and we encourage each of you to sponsor a new member as well. Prospective members must complete a

membership application on our website, accessible by the link here. 

th

I look forward to working with you all to keep the 41º–74º Club of New York the Premier Association for Women in

Travel!

Warm regards,

Corrine Mutarelli

President 41º-74º Club of New York, Inc.

Club Year 2026-27

“The Premier Association for Professional Women in Travel”

Note from the President:

https://www.4174club.org/upcoming-events
https://www.4174club.org/new-member-form
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com%2Fs%2F-c2PCMwljS902Q9xckhOt86VKP&data=05%7C02%7Cvaida.balciute%40emirates.com%7Ca842cbed659e4aba7ea508ddf6ea78b2%7Ce0b26355188940d88ef1e559616befda%7C0%7C0%7C638938209435999627%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QmKM3%2F6Gw8Cfsx%2FhbWcQp0pINOSSXeFHu1WiH7%2BDpyw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com%2Fs%2F-c2PCMwljS902Q9xckhOt86VKP&data=05%7C02%7Cvaida.balciute%40emirates.com%7Ca842cbed659e4aba7ea508ddf6ea78b2%7Ce0b26355188940d88ef1e559616befda%7C0%7C0%7C638938209435999627%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QmKM3%2F6Gw8Cfsx%2FhbWcQp0pINOSSXeFHu1WiH7%2BDpyw%3D&reserved=0
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OUR MISSION

For nearly 90 years, the 41°-74° Club of New York has had a three-prong mission ~

Philanthropy, Networking, and Professional Development.

PHILANTHROPY

Club events and activities

raise much needed funds,

make the holidays brighter

and help provide essential

resources to selected

charities and community

groups.

NETWORKING & SOCIALIZING

Members are some of the travel

industry's most interesting and

accomplished women. The club's dinner

meetings and annual events are

remarkable experiences held at top

rated private clubs and restaurants.

PROFESSIONAL

DEVELOPMENT

Members learn about the

people, places and things

essential to success in the

travel industry. Join us and

discover what distinguishes

top travel professionals.

Astra will lead the effort to identify and evaluate deserving local grassroots charities that will benefit from
the Club's fundraising initiatives throughout the year.

To support this important work, we are looking for a few members, who would like to volunteer
their time and expertise by serving on the Philanthropy Committee. 

Whether you have experience with nonprofit organizations, or simply have a passion for giving back, your
participation can help us maximize the impact of our charitable efforts.

If you are interested in getting involved, please contact Astra directly at: 
astra.williams212@gmail.com, or info@awyachtcharters.com.

Together, we can make a lasting difference - one act of kindness, one fundraiser and one
community at a time!

Thank you,
Corrine Mutarelli

President 41°-74° Club of New York 

Our Mission: Philanthropy in Action
Lend a Hand. Make a Difference.

Philanthropy is one of the cornerstones of the 41º–74º Club of New

York and each year our members come together to support

organizations that make a meaningful difference in our local

communities.

For the 2026–27 Club Year, our Director-at-Large, Astra Williams,

has graciously agreed to serve as Philanthropic Chairperson.
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Save the Date!

Don’t Miss the Deadline:

Membership Renewals Due!

I cordially invite you to renew your membership for the club year of

2026-27, which began July 1 , 2026 in accordance with the club’s by-

laws: click here for the link to renewal form.  

st

Please complete and submit the form whether or not your information

has changed.  A completed form and full dues payment must be

submitted no later than August 15  for you to be included in this

year’s membership directory, which will be published September 1 ,

2026.

th

st

Annual dues can be paid:

1. by credit card online: click here

2. by check to the 41°-74° Club of NY, Inc. to be mailed to: The 41°-74°

Club of New York, 2032 Williamsbridge Road, Bronx, NY 10461

3. by Zelle to: 4174ny@gmail.com

Members are required to attend at least 2 meetings during the club

year to remain in good standing. Only members in good standing can

vote in club elections.

We look forward to another great year of philanthropy,

networking and professional development.

Thank you,

Corrine Mutarelli

President 41º-74º Club of New York, Inc.

Club Year 2026-27

“The Premier Association for Professional Women in Travel”

2026-27 the 41°-74° Club of NY 

Meetings/Event Dates:

Thursday, September 10, 2026 - Open Meeting - Fushimi Times Square, Sponsored by PONANT

EXPLORATIONS Group - Representative Bliss Bonan

Thursday, October 8, 2026 - Open Meeting - Venue TBA, Sponsored by Emirates Airlines -

Representative Vaida Balciute 

November 12, 2026 - Open Meeting - Venue TBA, Sponsored by Sandals & Beaches Resorts -

Representatives Latesha Weller-Santos & Karlene Angus-Smith 

Friday, December 4, 2026 - Annual Holiday Luncheon

Thursday, January 14, 2027 - Venue TBA, Sponsored by Aruba Tourism Authority -

Representative Natasha Lee Soy 

Thursday, February 11, 2027 - Open Meeting - Venue TBD, Sponsored by Kensington Tours -

Representative Leigh Sassone

Thursday, March 11, 2027 - Open Meeting - Venue TBD, Sponsored by St. Lucia Tourism

Authority - Representative Francesca Commisso

April 2027 - Special Event - details TBA

Thursday, May 13, 2026 - Open Meeting - Venue TBA, Sponsored by Delta Vacations -

Representative Lisa Orlando

Thursday, June 10, 2027 - Annual General Meeting and Elections - Venue TBA, Sponsored by

Innroads Group - Representatives Mari Garcia & Ciso Moreno

HSMAI Greater New York Annual Summer Bash

Mark your calendars for one of New York City's premier hospitality and tourism networking events!

The HSMAI Greater New York Annual Summer Bash brings together more than 15 hospitality and tourism organizations for an evening of networking,

entertainment, and celebration aboard the Grande Mariner.

As a participating association, members of the 41º–74º Club of New York receive exclusive HSMAI member pricing, making this an excellent opportunity to

connect with industry peers while enjoying a memorable evening on New York Harbor.

41°-74° CLUB OF NEW YORK - OPEN MEETING -

SEPTEMBER 10, 2026

5:30 – 7:30 PM 
311 W 43rd St, New York, NY 10036

Save the Date!

Guests will enjoy:
Networking with hundreds of hospitality and tourism professionals
International cuisine and beverages
Live DJ and entertainment
Silent auction
A spectacular sunset cruise around Manhattan

Event Details
Wednesday, August 12, 2026

5:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Aboard the Grande Mariner

New York City
👉 Sign up here

https://www.4174club.org/membership-renewal-form
https://www.4174club.org/membership-renewal-form
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com%2Fs%2F-c2PCMwljS902Q9xckhOt86VKP&data=05%7C02%7Cvaida.balciute%40emirates.com%7Ca842cbed659e4aba7ea508ddf6ea78b2%7Ce0b26355188940d88ef1e559616befda%7C0%7C0%7C638938209435999627%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QmKM3%2F6Gw8Cfsx%2FhbWcQp0pINOSSXeFHu1WiH7%2BDpyw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.4174club.org/holiday-luncheon
https://www.ivvy.com/event/KDWMOH/
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The 41°-74° Club of NY Making Strides
AGAINST BREAST CANCER

✨ Women in Travel Walking for a Cause! ✨

The 41°-74° Club of New York - Women in Travel will once again fundraise and walk at this year’s Making Strides
Against Breast Cancer® Walk on Sunday, October 18th! 🌸

As travel professionals, community, connection, and global care are at the heart of everything we do. This cause is deeply
personal to us, as our club has historically supported numerous individuals within our network who have been affected

directly and indirectly by breast cancer.

This year, we have set an exciting goal to raise $1,000 to fund lifesaving research and advance health equity through the
American Cancer Society. Past President April Dawn VanWagner will serve as team leader. Feel free to reach out to her

directly for any questions.

Whether you are a club member, a industry peer, or a friend of the club, we invite you to make an impact with us:
🔹 Join our walking team and experience an uplifting, high-energy day of community in NYC. (Logistics and meeting

spots will be shared closer to the date!)
🔹 Support our campaign with a donation to help us cross our $1,000 finish line.

Every dollar and every step counts. Let’s unite to help end breast cancer as we know it, for everyone.

Event Information:
Making Strides of Central Park

 📍 Location TBA
 📅 Sunday, October 18, 2025

 🕗 Rolling Start: 8:00 AM – 10:30 AM
 ⏱ Ends (approx.) noon

How You Can Get Involved:

👉 Join the Team to join The 41°-74° Club of NY - Women in Travel; or/and
💖 Make a Donation

The 41°–74° Club of New York is proud to stand with the American Cancer Society and the wider community in the fight
against breast cancer!

Thank you so much for all your support and I look forward to Making Strides together.

Best regards,
April Dawn VanWagner

Past President
The 41º-74º Club of New York, Inc.

https://signup.cancer.org/?prod=msabc&fr_id=112418&fr_tjoin=2867596&_gl=1*12bkuud*_gcl_au*MTkzMjA4MjIwNC4xNzg1MDkzMzQ2*_ga*MTAxMDc0MzQwNS4xNzg1MDkzMzMx*_ga_MY06XZLV1T*czE3ODUwOTMzNDYkbzEkZzEkdDE3ODUwOTMzNjUkajQxJGwwJGgw&pg=login&redirectURL=%2f%3fprod%3dmsabc%26fr_id%3d112418%26fr_tjoin%3d2867596%26_gl%3d1*12bkuud*_gcl_au*MTkzMjA4MjIwNC4xNzg1MDkzMzQ2*_ga*MTAxMDc0MzQwNS4xNzg1MDkzMzMx*_ga_MY06XZLV1T*czE3ODUwOTMzNDYkbzEkZzEkdDE3ODUwOTMzNjUkajQxJGwwJGgw#login
https://secure.acsevents.org/site/SPageServer?pagename=strides_donate_now&PROXY_TYPE=22&PROXY_ID=2867596&FR_ID=112418&s_locale=en_US&preselect=39612
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com%2Fs%2F3JabC5Qp8TRQvjlltOhKtkPZjV&data=05%7C02%7Cvaida.balciute%40emirates.com%7C364f50a8a54042c5e4ab08ddf7b7be96%7Ce0b26355188940d88ef1e559616befda%7C0%7C0%7C638939090754810473%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CXE4CxD2POVY69l8c1cGyPQgJ3uXi1DaiGowu82BNLs%3D&reserved=0
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Happy Birthday to Dear Members of  The 41º–74º Club of New York

celebrating birthdays during the month of August!

Joann Armine-Costagliola

Margot Cushing

Lucille DePerro

Lindsay Feinberg

Michele Gallo

Ellyn Gerstel

Carol Kennedy

May your day be filled with joy, laughter and everything you wish for!

Warmest wishes for a fantastic year ahead.

The 41°-74° Club of New York

Stay Connected with the 41°–74° Club of New York!

We encourage all Members to follow us on LinkedIn, Facebook, and Instagram by scanning the QR codes below.

Joining us on all three platforms ensures you never miss important Club news, upcoming events, industry updates,

philanthropic initiatives and member highlights.

✨Connect with us✨ 

Engage with us. Grow with us!

Every follow, like, comment and share helps strengthen our community and expand the reach of our organization.

Sadie Longobardi

Helena Marks

Peggy Murphy

Ana Scheutz

Candice Watts

Astra Williams

Leigh Sassone



FROM MEMBERS’ DIARIES:
Why Washington DC Should Be on Your Radar for

Arts & Culture Clients by Astra Williams, 
Director-at-Large of the 41°-74° Club of New York 
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When most travelers think of Washington, D.C., they likely think of monuments, bureaucracy, government buildings and politics. They
may have last visited in their youth during a school field trip! While those experiences certainly have their place, a recent Juneteenth
weekend reminded me that D.C. is also one of America's most rewarding destinations for arts & culture enthusiasts, intellectually curious
travelers and clients with a particular interest in African art, history and cultural expression.
What made this trip especially memorable for me was that it succeeded without relying on the National Museum of African American
History and Culture! FYI... tickets to the NMAAH are highly sought-after and challenging to secure because they're released only 30
days ahead of time. Although, timed-entry tickets to NMAAH weren't available for me, the weekend still delivered a rich cultural
experience though my focus on art, theater, museums, architecture, community celebrations and particular dining selections. 

The Ideal Client: Arts & Culture Travelers
For clients who routinely choose destinations based on museums, galleries, performances and creative experiences, D.C. offers
remarkable value!
My weekend began with a spectacular guided tour at the Hirshhorn Museum with the examination of Jean-Michel Basquiat's
inspiration on contemporary artists. Rather than a traditional museum visit, the guided tour encouraged discussion, interpretation and
deeper engagement with the artwork.
The following day continued with a focused visit to the National Portrait Gallery's Presidential Portrait Hall. One of the highlights
was spending time with artist Kehinde Wiley's celebrated portrait of President Barack Obama, a work that has become an iconic piece of
contemporary American art in its own right.
My arts-focused itinerary culminated with a matinee performance of Moulin Rouge! at the Kennedy Center. I was fortunate enough to
snag a same-day ticket at the box office immediately before the show for just $44! Combining museums with live theater in the same trip
may create a satisfying cultural rhythm that many of your arts minded travelers can appreciate. 
Advisor Tip: Rather than attempting to cover every Smithsonian museum, encourage clients to select two or three meaningful
experiences and allow time for reflection, shopping and spontaneous exploration.

A Perfect Destination for Intellectual Travelers
Some clients travel not just for relaxation, but for stimulation! They want to learn, discover, question and engage with ideas -
Washington, D.C., excels in this category!
The Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library offered much more than just books. Designed by Architect Ludwig Mies van der Rohe,
the building itself serves as a civic and architectural landmark while providing exhibits and public spaces that encourage exploration of
history, citizenship and contemporary culture. Moreover, it is conveniently located just one block from the National Portrait Gallery, so it
makes for an easy stop! 
Later in the weekend, at the National Air and Space Museum, I was able to view the moon through professional telescopes stationed
outside the museum. 
Just hours later, at the Smithsonian National Museum of African Art's Solstice Celebration museum, staff shared information
about Dogon cosmology and traditional African understandings of the universe at the upstairs entrance. The connection between modern
astronomy and centuries-old cultural knowledge created one of the most memorable and thought-provoking moments of the trip.
Meanwhile downstairs, a live DJ and drummer transformed the museum's open spaces into a dance club! The crowd was vibrant and
responsive- everyone was having a great time!
For clients interested in African art, history and contemporary cultural expression, these types of immersive events often leave a stronger
impression than traditional museum visits alone.

The Power of the Spaces Between
One of the biggest lessons from this itinerary is that some of the most meaningful travel moments occur between scheduled activities.
A leisurely walk from the Kennedy Center through Georgetown provided opportunities for people-watching and soaking in the city's vibes.
An early Ethiopian dinner at Cottage House offered cultural context through cuisine while reinforcing D.C.'s reputation as one of the
best cities in the United States for Ethiopian food.
A stop for delicious banana pudding at the Peach Cobbler Factory provided a welcome refreshment break before a full evening of
museum programming.
Finally, close to midnight, a visit to the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial offered a powerful and reflective conclusion to a Juneteenth
weekend. Seeing the illuminated memorial against the night sky created a sense of perspective that no daytime visit could quite replicate.

Why This Itinerary Works
Several factors combined to make this trip successful:

A centrally located hotel that allowed for strategic rest breaks.
A mix of structured experiences and unstructured exploration.
Thoughtfully selected dining options.
Museum visits focused on quality rather than quantity.
A balance of art, history, theater, architecture, and community events.

After-hours programming that transformed museums into social and cultural gathering spaces.



FROM MEMBERS’ DIARIES:
Why Washington DC Should Be on Your Radar for

Arts & Culture Clients CONTINUED...
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Final Recommendation for Travel Advisors
Washington, D.C., is far more than a government city.
For arts and culture travelers, it offers world-class museums and
performances. For intellectual travelers, it provides endless opportunities
for discovery and learning. For clients interested in African art and
history, it offers one of the most significant concentrations of cultural
resources anywhere in the United States.
The key is to sell D.C. not as a checklist of monuments, but as an
immersive cultural destination.
Build the itinerary around timed museum tours, special events, theater
performances, neighborhood exploration and meaningful dining
experiences. Leave room for spontaneous discoveries. Encourage clients to
slow down.
The result is a destination experience that feels thoughtful, enriching and
surprisingly personal.... exactly what many travelers are seeking today.

Astra Williams

Luxury Travel Advisor 

FROM MEMBERS’ DIARIES:
Wonderful India by Jackie Stevens, 

Director-at-Large of the 41°-74° Club of New York 

My journey to India began with a flight on Virgin Atlantic through London, where I had the chance to spend a few hours with family
before continuing on to Delhi.
If you’re planning a trip to India, here’s an important travel tip. If you’re traveling on a US, or UK passport, you’ll need a visa before
you travel. Travelers with other passports should check the requirements with their local Indian consulate, or embassy.
I highly recommend applying for your e-Visa well before your trip and printing a copy to carry with you. Keep it in your hand luggage.
The airline may ask to see it before you’re allowed to board your flight and immigration will also want to see it when you arrive. As of
2026, visas are not available on arrival.
You’ll also need to complete an arrival form. While it can be filled out after you land, I found it much easier to complete it online
beforehand. It’s one less thing to think about after a long flight.
Another piece of advice: pack your patience and keep it in your carry-on!
If several international flights arrive around the same time, immigration and baggage claim can take quite a while. It felt like forever
before my luggage finally appeared.
As soon as we landed, my very first thought was, “The smog really is real.” I’d heard people talk about it, but seeing it with my own eyes
was something else.
I arrived on a weekday morning after an overnight flight. Even though, I’d been traveling all night, I was wide awake and excited to
take it all in. The roads were packed with traffic, much like any major city during the morning rush hour, but on a much larger scale.
At first, the airport felt chaotic, but the more I watched, the more I realized it wasn’t really chaos. Delhi is one of India’s busiest
gateways, serving both international travelers and flights connecting to destinations across the country as well as Asia. There were
people everywhere, but somehow everything kept moving.
The drive from the airport was an experience all by itself.
I couldn’t believe what I was seeing. Entire families rode on a single motorbike, balancing children, bags and sometimes, what looked
like, their whole day’s belongings, weaving in and out of traffic with incredible confidence. To me it looked risky, but for them it was
simply everyday life.
Then came the traffic.
I’ve lived in and traveled through big cities, so traffic isn’t new to me, but Delhi traffic is in a category all its own. Cars, buses,
motorcycles, bicycles, auto-rickshaws, pedestrians - they all seemed to move together in a way that looked impossible, yet somehow
worked.
I wasn’t stressed. I was fascinated.
The sound of horns was constant. At first, I assumed drivers were impatient. Then I realized the horn wasn’t always used out of
frustration. Often, it was simply a way of saying: “I’m here,” letting everyone around them know they were passing through, or changing
position. It didn’t necessarily make the traffic move any faster, it was just part of the rhythm of the road. 



The Food
One final thing that surprised me was the food.
In Delhi, much of the cuisine is vegetarian and because cows are considered sacred by many Hindus, you generally won’t find beef on
restaurant menus. Even familiar fast-food chains like McDonald’s and KFC have menus that are very different from what we’re used to
in the West with chicken and vegetarian options replacing beef burgers.
Before visiting India, I’d often heard people say that no one in India eats beef. During my trip, I learned that the reality is more
nuanced. India is a diverse country with many different cultures, religions and regional traditions. In some states and among some
communities, beef is eaten and served legally, while in others it is restricted, or not available at all.
I was also told that in some Christian communities, beef may be served at gatherings, or celebrations, because those communities do not
regard the cow as sacred in the same way that Hindus do. That was an interesting cultural perspective to learn about and a reminder
that India is far more diverse than many of us realize.
One of the things I came away with is that there is no single experience that defines India. Every region has its own customs, traditions
and way of life, and that’s part of what makes this country so fascinating to explore.
One of the questions I get asked all the time is: “Did you eat the street food?”
Street food is a huge part of India’s culture and you’ll see vendors almost everywhere. Before we ventured out, our guide gave us some
advice that made a lot of sense. He told us that if you see a vendor with a long line of locals, that’s usually a good sign. It means the food
is being prepared and sold quickly, so there’s a constant turnover and it’s less likely to have been sitting out for a long time.
On the other hand, if a stall has very few customers, or you notice food being repeatedly reheated and you’re not sure how long it’s been
sitting there, it’s probably best to move on. When in doubt, err on the side of caution.
Most of the restaurants we visited used bottled or purified water for drinking and food preparation, and I personally didn’t have any
issues eating at reputable restaurants.
Now let’s talk about something every traveler hears about before visiting India - Delhi Belly. Yes, it’s real! It can happen to even the
most careful travelers, so take sensible precautions, stay hydrated, wash or sanitize your hands often and don’t be afraid to be selective
about where you eat.
A little caution can go a long way in helping you enjoy India’s incredible food without any unwanted souvenirs from your trip.
There was so much to see and experience in India, far more than I could possibly capture in this newsletter. From the majestic Agra
Fort and the breathtaking Taj Mahal, with its timeless love story, to the many magnificent palaces, some standing empty while others
are still home to India’s royal families, every stop offered a glimpse into the country’s rich history.
I was also fascinated by landmarks that reminded me of other parts of the world, including a massive fortification that resembled the
Great Wall of China and an impressive monument that brought to mind the Arc de Triomphe in Paris. India is a country full of surprises,
where every destination has its own story waiting to be discovered.
India completely exceeded my expectations.
It challenged me.
It surprised me.
It welcomed me.
And it gave me a much deeper appreciation for a culture that has influenced not only India itself, but also my own upbringing in
Jamaica.
This wasn’t just another trip. It was a journey of discovery.
 If you’ve ever thought about visiting India, I hope this piece inspires you to experience it for yourself, but my suggestion  is to use a tour
operator, whether with a group or a private tour, you will get more out of your trip.

Happy Travels!

Best regards,
Jackie Stevens
Luxury Travel Advisor

FROM MEMBERS’ DIARIES:
Wonderful India CONTINUED...
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Families can now turn up the fun with the exciting new KIDZ BOP Experience at
Beaches Resorts! Combining music, entertainment, and unforgettable family

moments, this new offering invites guests to sing, dance, and enjoy exclusive KIDZ
BOP-themed activities throughout their vacation.

Now available at Beaches Negril, the experience features interactive
entertainment, special events, and engaging activities designed to keep guests of

all ages smiling from sunrise to sunset.

With music, sunshine, and the beauty of the Caribbean, the KIDZ BOP Experience
adds another exciting reason for families to choose Beaches Resorts for their next

unforgettable getaway.
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MEMBER UPDATES
Beaches Resorts Introduces the KIDZ BOP Experience

by Karlene Angus-Smith, 
Associate Director Industry Affairs

Click here for Beaches website, or here for TA Portal

Regards,

Karlene Angus-Smith

Associate Director Industry Affairs

@sandalsresorts    @beachesresorts

Treat your clients to a sophisticated New York City getaway at Omni Berkshire Place, our
exceptional midtown Manhattan location steps from Fifth Avenue, Rockefeller Center, and St.

Patrick’s Cathedral. This exclusive offer adds value and savings for your clients while reinforcing
the benefits of booking through their travel advisor.

 
Book a stay of two nights or more and your clients will enjoy:

20% savings on premier categories and above
$100 food and beverage credit
Welcome Amenity on arrival 

This is the perfect opportunity to create a memorable New York City escape with added perks
designed to enhance every stay. Start planning your clients’ NYC getaway today!

 
Terms and Conditions: Valid for stays through March 26, 2027. Offer is subject to availability

and must be booked directly through Claire Gallagher, Regional Account Director
claire.gallagher@omnihotels.com

MEMBER UPDATES
NYC Escape at Omni Berkshire 

by Claire Gallagher, the Regional Account Director 
at the Omni Hotels & Resorts, 

Regards,

Claire Gallagher

Regional Account Director, Luxury & Leisure – East Coast

https://www.beaches.com/
https://taportal.sandals.com/
mailto:claire.gallagher@omnihotels.com
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A recent survey of more than 700 travel advisors across the US and Canada found that while AI is changing how advisors work,

travelers continue to value the expertise, relationships and personalized service that only a professional advisor can provide. Human

connection remains one of the industry's greatest competitive advantages.

Read more here

DID YOU KNOW?
Travel Advisors Remain More Valuable Than Ever!

DID YOU KNOW?
Luxury Travel Continues to Outperform

Despite ongoing economic uncertainty, the luxury travel market remains exceptionally resilient. Recent industry data shows luxury
bookings are up year over year as affluent travelers continue to prioritize unique experiences, premium accommodations and
personalized service.

Read more here

MEMBER UPDATES
This Is an Open Space — Specifically Left Blank for

Your Story!

Do you have a story to tell, an experience to share, or exciting news about your company? This space is for YOU!

The METEOR of the 41º–74º Club is your platform to connect, inspire and promote within our vibrant community of travel

professionals. Whether it’s a memorable trip, an educational insight, a personal milestone, or an update from your business, your

contribution adds color, energy and inspiration to our pages.

✨ Let’s make this newsletter truly ours — together!

 ***To submit your story, please email to: 4174ny@gmail.com, or vaida.balciute@emirates.com for inclusion in upcoming issue.***

DID YOU KNOW?
The Industry Is Investing More Than Ever in

Sustainability

From hotels reducing food waste through artificial intelligence to airlines renewing fleets with more fuel-efficient aircraft and

destinations promoting regenerative tourism, sustainability is becoming a key business strategy rather than simply a marketing initiative.

Industry leaders increasingly view environmental responsibility as a competitive advantage that aligns with evolving traveler

expectations.

Read more here

https://www.travelmarketreport.com/resources/articles/outlook-on-the-modern-travel-advisor-2026-research-findings?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.travelpulse.com/agent-at-home/how-luxury-travel-is-thriving-in-2026?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.cntraveler.com/story/the-biggest-sustainability-trends-in-travel-for-2026?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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 In Between Mapping Trips Take a Break with Our Crossword Puzzle called... TRAVEL!

ACROSS: 

 4. Bags for carrying clothes

 6. Trip from one place to another

 7. Planned travel route

 8. Voyage on a ship

 9. Diplomatic mission abroad

10. Exciting or unusual experience

13. Booking for accommodations

14. Travel reference book

16. Short trip or outing

17. Essential travel document

19. Budget accommodation

DOWN:

 1. Air travel journey

 2. Travel through or across

 3. Authorization for entry

 4. Notable site or feature

 5. Memento from a trip

11. Place for travel inspection

12. Diagram of a location

15. Traveler visiting for leisure

18. Stay for one night


	41°-74° CLUB OF NEW YORK, INC.
	The Premier Association for Professional Women in Travel
	Note from the President:
	Welcome to the 2nd month of our 2026–2027 Club Year!
	I hope you continue to enjoy this wonderful summer and we are thrilled to kick off the new season with our September Open Meeting on Thursday, September 10th, at Fushimi Times Square. We are delighted to welcome Ponant Explorations Group as our meeting sponsor, represented by Bliss Bonan. I encourage everyone to ‘save the date’ and join us as we begin, what promises to be, another outstanding Club year.
	I am also pleased to announce that, not only did we secure sponsors for all our original 7 meetings, but also added an 8th meeting in November and secured sponsorship for that as well. This is a wonderful reflection of the strength and continued vitality of our Club! In addition to our regular meetings, we are planning several special social events throughout the year. The full calendar of meetings is available here - I  encourage you to mark your calendars.
	As always, the highlight of our calendar will be the Annual Holiday Luncheon, taking place on Friday, December 4th, at the Lotte New York Palace. A ‘Save the Date’ announcement was distributed in July and formal invitations will be sent via Paperless Post on September 15th to all members and auxiliaries who have renewed their membership and paid their annual dues. I am pleased to share that our early-bird member pricing remains unchanged:
	$225 when paying by check or Zelle; or
	$240 when paying by credit card or wire transfer;

	October 16th the member registration fee will increase to $250 and $265, respectively.
	Our Director-at-Large, Astra Williams, will once again serve as our Philanthropic Chair, leading the selection and evaluation of the charities that will benefit from our fundraising efforts throughout the year. Email was sent July 22nd asking for volunteers to serve on her committee to assist with this great cause.
	Finally, if you have not yet renewed your membership for the 2026–27 Club Year, please remember that membership renewal and dues payment are due by August 5th. We look forward to welcoming back all of our current members, auxiliaries and we encourage each of you to sponsor a new member as well. Prospective members must complete a membership application on our website, accessible by the link here.
	I look forward to working with you all to keep the 41º–74º Club of New York the Premier Association for Women in Travel!
	Warm regards, Corrine Mutarelli President 41º-74º Club of New York, Inc. Club Year 2026-27 “The Premier Association for Professional Women in Travel”
	Our Mission: Philanthropy in Action


	Save the Date!
	Don’t Miss the Deadline: Membership Renewals Due!
	HSMAI Greater New York Annual Summer Bash Mark your calendars for one of New York City's premier hospitality and tourism networking events! The HSMAI Greater New York Annual Summer Bash brings together more than 15 hospitality and tourism organizations for an evening of networking, entertainment, and celebration aboard the Grande Mariner. As a participating association, members of the 41º–74º Club of New York receive exclusive HSMAI member pricing, making this an excellent opportunity to connect with industry peers while enjoying a memorable evening on New York Harbor.

	Save the Date!
	Guests will enjoy:
	Networking with hundreds of hospitality and tourism professionals
	International cuisine and beverages
	Live DJ and entertainment
	Silent auction
	A spectacular sunset cruise around Manhattan
	AUGUST 2026 | ISSUE NO.12



	The 41°-74° Club of NY Making Strides AGAINST BREAST CANCER
	✨ Women in Travel Walking for a Cause! ✨
	The 41°-74° Club of New York - Women in Travel will once again fundraise and walk at this year’s Making Strides Against Breast Cancer® Walk on Sunday, October 18th! 🌸
	As travel professionals, community, connection, and global care are at the heart of everything we do. This cause is deeply personal to us, as our club has historically supported numerous individuals within our network who have been affected directly and indirectly by breast cancer.
	This year, we have set an exciting goal to raise $1,000 to fund lifesaving research and advance health equity through the American Cancer Society. Past President April Dawn VanWagner will serve as team leader. Feel free to reach out to her directly for any questions.
	Whether you are a club member, a industry peer, or a friend of the club, we invite you to make an impact with us: 🔹 Join our walking team and experience an uplifting, high-energy day of community in NYC. (Logistics and meeting spots will be shared closer to the date!) 🔹 Support our campaign with a donation to help us cross our $1,000 finish line. Every dollar and every step counts. Let’s unite to help end breast cancer as we know it, for everyone.
	Event Information: Making Strides of Central Park  📍 Location TBA  📅 Sunday, October 18, 2025  🕗 Rolling Start: 8:00 AM – 10:30 AM  ⏱ Ends (approx.) noon
	How You Can Get Involved:
	👉 Join the Team to join The 41°-74° Club of NY - Women in Travel; or/and 💖 Make a Donation
	The 41°–74° Club of New York is proud to stand with the American Cancer Society and the wider community in the fight against breast cancer!
	Thank you so much for all your support and I look forward to Making Strides together.
	Best regards, April Dawn VanWagner Past President The 41º-74º Club of New York, Inc.

	Happy Birthday to Dear Members of  The 41º–74º Club of New York celebrating birthdays during the month of August!
	Joann Armine-Costagliola Margot Cushing Lucille DePerro Lindsay Feinberg Michele Gallo Ellyn Gerstel Carol Kennedy
	Sadie Longobardi Helena Marks Peggy Murphy Ana Scheutz Candice Watts Astra Williams Leigh Sassone
	May your day be filled with joy, laughter and everything you wish for!
	Warmest wishes for a fantastic year ahead.
	The 41°-74° Club of New York
	Stay Connected with the 41°–74° Club of New York!
	We encourage all Members to follow us on LinkedIn, Facebook, and Instagram by scanning the QR codes below. Joining us on all three platforms ensures you never miss important Club news, upcoming events, industry updates, philanthropic initiatives and member highlights.
	Every follow, like, comment and share helps strengthen our community and expand the reach of our organization.

	✨Connect with us✨  Engage with us. Grow with us!
	The Ideal Client: Arts & Culture Travelers
	A Perfect Destination for Intellectual Travelers
	The Power of the Spaces Between
	Why This Itinerary Works
	Final Recommendation for Travel Advisors

	FROM MEMBERS’ DIARIES:
	Wonderful India CONTINUED...
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	MEMBER UPDATES
	Beaches Resorts Introduces the KIDZ BOP Experience by Karlene Angus-Smith,  Associate Director Industry Affairs
	Families can now turn up the fun with the exciting new KIDZ BOP Experience at Beaches Resorts! Combining music, entertainment, and unforgettable family moments, this new offering invites guests to sing, dance, and enjoy exclusive KIDZ BOP-themed activities throughout their vacation.
	Now available at Beaches Negril, the experience features interactive entertainment, special events, and engaging activities designed to keep guests of all ages smiling from sunrise to sunset.
	With music, sunshine, and the beauty of the Caribbean, the KIDZ BOP Experience adds another exciting reason for families to choose Beaches Resorts for their next unforgettable getaway.
	Click here for Beaches website, or here for TA Portal
	Regards, Karlene Angus-Smith Associate Director Industry Affairs @sandalsresorts    @beachesresorts


	MEMBER UPDATES
	NYC Escape at Omni Berkshire  by Claire Gallagher, the Regional Account Director  at the Omni Hotels & Resorts,
	Treat your clients to a sophisticated New York City getaway at Omni Berkshire Place, our exceptional midtown Manhattan location steps from Fifth Avenue, Rockefeller Center, and St. Patrick’s Cathedral. This exclusive offer adds value and savings for your clients while reinforcing the benefits of booking through their travel advisor.
	Book a stay of two nights or more and your clients will enjoy:
	This is the perfect opportunity to create a memorable New York City escape with added perks designed to enhance every stay. Start planning your clients’ NYC getaway today!
	Terms and Conditions: Valid for stays through March 26, 2027. Offer is subject to availability and must be booked directly through Claire Gallagher, Regional Account Director claire.gallagher@omnihotels.com
	Regards, Claire Gallagher Regional Account Director, Luxury & Leisure – East Coast
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	DID YOU KNOW?
	Travel Advisors Remain More Valuable Than Ever!
	A recent survey of more than 700 travel advisors across the US and Canada found that while AI is changing how advisors work, travelers continue to value the expertise, relationships and personalized service that only a professional advisor can provide. Human connection remains one of the industry's greatest competitive advantages. Read more here


	DID YOU KNOW?
	Luxury Travel Continues to Outperform
	Despite ongoing economic uncertainty, the luxury travel market remains exceptionally resilient. Recent industry data shows luxury bookings are up year over year as affluent travelers continue to prioritize unique experiences, premium accommodations and personalized service.
	Read more here


	DID YOU KNOW?
	The Industry Is Investing More Than Ever in Sustainability
	From hotels reducing food waste through artificial intelligence to airlines renewing fleets with more fuel-efficient aircraft and destinations promoting regenerative tourism, sustainability is becoming a key business strategy rather than simply a marketing initiative. Industry leaders increasingly view environmental responsibility as a competitive advantage that aligns with evolving traveler expectations. Read more here


	MEMBER UPDATES
	This Is an Open Space — Specifically Left Blank for Your Story!
	Do you have a story to tell, an experience to share, or exciting news about your company? This space is for YOU!
	The METEOR of the 41º–74º Club is your platform to connect, inspire and promote within our vibrant community of travel professionals. Whether it’s a memorable trip, an educational insight, a personal milestone, or an update from your business, your contribution adds color, energy and inspiration to our pages.

	✨ Let’s make this newsletter truly ours — together!
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